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EXPERTS TO SPEAK ON COMMUNITY RIGHTS, SUSTAINABLITY 
MISSOULA -
Two advocates from the Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund will give a 
lecture about their recent work on community rights on Monday, April 7, at The University of 
Montana.
Thomas Linzey, CELDF co-founder and executive director, and Mari Margil, CELDF 
associate director, will present "Asserting the Rights of Communities and Nature Over the 
'Rights' of Corporations" at 7:30 p.m. in Gallagher Business Building Room L14. The event is 
free and open to the public.
Linzey will talk about the organization’s work to assist rural communities in adopting 
local laws that seek to create environmental and economic sustainability. He will discuss how 
residents in Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, Virginia and Washington are challenging the rights 
of corporations to override community visions of sustainability and how several communities 
have begun to recognize that ecosystems must have rights of their own.
Margil will summarize CELDF’s work with Ecuadorians to draft a new constitution 
that codifies rights for natural systems. She recently returned from Ecuador where she advised 
a committee there on rewriting their constitution.
The Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund is a nonprofit law firm that
provides free and affordable legal services to community groups and local governments.
The lecture is sponsored by UM’s Environmental Studies Program. For more 
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